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The Architectural Magazines 
A Review by Richard Philipp 


The AMERICAN ARCHITECT brings an article on 
Miami Beach which shows what a city can do under 
conditions that would almost annihilate most communi 
ties. It is a good example to place before the country 
when so large a proportion of our country is running to 
the government yelling for help. Then follows a vari- 
ety of smaller houses which have been built at Miami 
Beach, and some rather interesting. That the small 
house is getting much attention these days is shown by 
the competitions held by the New York Chapter of the 
A.L A. The plan of the winning design is fairly ac- 
ceptable, but the elevation is just poor stuff. It shows 
that a great deal has still to be learned about small 
houses, and perhaps that a great deal can be taught the 
juries that select the winners. 

"There is another installment about the legal side of 
Architecture, by Clinton H. Blake, which should be read 
by every architect. AMERICAN ARCHITECT is doing 
good work with these articles. 

The main article of the number is on concrete, giving 
some interesting examples. I have never been able to 
see any artistic effect in the texture produced by the use 
of rough boards for the forms, and I am not as yet con- 
vinced that concrete exposed to the climatic conditions 
as they exist in our northern states is a permanent mate- 
rial. unless care is taken to thoroughly waterproof it 
"That in most instances is difficult 

The FORUM presents in its leading article a modern- 
istic house which I do not like. These long rows of 
windows cutting an entire facade in half, are no longer 
original; and as expressing anything. they don't express 
anything but the whim of some designer 

Another thing that seems to me to be utterly silly 
is the supporting of a huge mass on a couple of pipe 
stems. Possibly the engineering computations prove 
that it can be done, but, that does not necessarily make 
it good architecture. 

The interiors are pretty cold and bare 

There is an article by Dr. Ernst Kahn on "Economics 
of Housing in the United States," that is most time 
now, with small unit housing getting under way. No- 
body is probably better qualified to speak on this sub- 
ject than Dr. Kahn. 

The two entrances given on the color prints pre- 
sented in this number, one to the Maison Francaise. the 
other to the British Empire Building at Rockefeller Cen 
ter, I should like to see before saying much about them 
They may be finer than the photos indicate. The one 
to the French Building looks to me like a lot of figures 
and ornament just sprawling over a given area, without 
much design. I used to think that the old fellows of 
the Italian Rennaissance knew something about handling 
low relief sculpture, but judged by these later standards, 
perhaps they didn't. 


John Russell Pope's church at New Rochelle is a 
fine example of a Colonial structure, but I am not sure 
that it was necessary to carry the cornice of the main 
building around the tower It rather mars the pro 
portions of the tower 

I don't quite know what to make of the German 
Church. The interior looks a bit like some of those the 
men of the Rennaissance left unfinished, hoping some 
day when they got more funds they could complete 
them 

The Ford Building, at San Diego, is well presented 
with photographs and scale drawings. It is worth a 
good deal of study, both the way the plan has been 
worked out, and the exhibits presented. As an exhibi- 
tion building it is probably hard to beat. 

In reading the article on “Air Conditioning for 
Homes," I came upon a gem. It was like pawing over 
a lot of gravel and finding an emerald. The article 
among other things speaks of one Waverly Taylor, 
youthful veteran among Capitol (Washington) Build- 
ers, being a bellwether of the business (of building 
whole sections of the city). Well, here is the gem:— 
Well up in Washington's social ladder, he knows what 
smart people have, and knows how to give the non- 
smart a close approximation of the real article." But 
why? Why not give the non-smart what exactly fits 
them? I wonder whether, in the long run, they would 
not be happier with that. Isn't that just another exam- 
ple of some one individual foisting his own pet whim 
upon the many? That is exactly the wrong approach 
to a problem. That isn't solving the problem at all. 
Just another version of the old story of "keeping up 
with the Joneses.’ 

The RECORD brings a good deal of interesting and 
informative data on the ‘‘Moderate-cost Private House." 
It also presents the winners of the New York Competi- 
tions. Frank Foster should have done better, consider- 
ing how superbly well he usually does houses. J. Andre 
Fouilhoux's fourth prize, I think, is better than his first, 
all things considered. 
The articles on "Heating the Small House’ and the 
one on "Electricity for the House'' are well worth care 
ful reading 
H. Van Buren Magonigle's "Upper Ground” in the 
August number of PENCIL POINTS bas given me a great 
deal of enjoyable reading. In most of the things he 
says I fully agree with the old veteran, and he says them 
in a delightful way. Among other things he says: 


Dragging democracy into architectural problems 
quite popular just now To me, democracy 
has nothing to do with it. If architecture is anything. 
it is, like all the arts, distinctly and essentially aristo 
cratic The group or the mob have no part in it: the 
best results have always been achieved by the individual, 
who sits down on his little behind and does it, without 
talking very much about it and without side glances at 


seems to b 


Continued on page col. 2 


THE 
WISCONSIN ARCHITECT 


Official Publicatior 
The S iation of W nsir 
itects 
a . 
The Building Congress of Wisconsin 
e 


Wisconsin Chapter, The Americar 
Institute of Architects 


BUSINESS AND EDITORIAL OFFICE 
724 E. Mason Street Milwaukee, Wisconsir 


LEIGH HUNT, Editor 
JOHN S 


HOLBROOK, Publisher 


1. 


PETER BRUST CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 


SSOCIATE EDITORS 
Frank E. Johnson ---:-------=-- Sup 
Aloysius W. Bayer --------------------Eau Cla 
Raymond N. Le Vee - Appleton 


C. J. Billmeyer ... 
Wallace H. Brown 


-Wisconsin Rapids 
-Oshkosh 


Hubert C. Schneider Madison 
J. Mandor Matson £ Racine 
R. H. Kloppenburg Milwaukee 


T. L. Eschweiler . 
Roland Kurtz 


Milwaukee 
-Milwaukee 


OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


Theodore L. Eschweiler President 
Henry Auler First Vice-president 

ar Ber Second Vice-president 
Roger ( Treasurer 
Arthu Secretary 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Theodore L. Eschweiler Milwauk 


Henry Auler a Oshkosh 
Edgar Berners Bay 
Roger C. Kirchhoff 


Arthur Seidenschwartz 


Fitzhugh Scout 


Leo. A. Brielmaier Milwaukee 
Wm. G. Herbst Milwaukee 
Peter Brust Milwaukee 


h Hunt 


-. Milwaukee 
| W. Buemn -. Milwaukee 
Foel Green Bay 
A. Stubenrauch = Sheboygar 


Potte n M 


Illis J 


Aloysius W. Bayer . : Eau 

Max Schober _ Gree 
ADVISORY COUNCII 

District No. 1 

District Nc 

Aloysius W. Bayer Eau Claire 

District No. 4 


lon J. Feldhausen .. " 
oel Ross Safford ______ —.De Pe 
District No. 4 

Irving A. Obel 

C. Ma 

District No. 5 
Wallace H. Brow: 
Rudolph R, Jah 
District No. 6 

Ellis J. Potter 
Frank Riley 

District No. 7 

Arthur H. Kienappel 
District No. & 
J. Mandor Ma 
Frank J. Ho 


Oshkosh 
Sheboygan 


-Madison 
-Madison 


THE 


W 


ISC 


ONSIN ARCHITECT 


Gustave A. Dick 


This will concern itself entirely with our departed 
fellow architect, Gustave A. Dick, who passed to his 
great reward on the 10th day of July, 1935. Gus Dick, 
as he was known to his intimates, was a happy-go-lucky 
llow. He never let worry worry him. His very nature 
rebelled against anything so "trivial." His love of life 
was a passion with him. And he got a great deal of 
pleasure out of it. One of his greatest joys was globe 
trotting and be indulged in this to the utmost of his 
ability. It is recalled that his last long and lengthy 
jaunt was to Egypt where he revelled in the wonders 
and glories of past ages. His boyish enthusiasm of the 
things that impressed him there are still a happy recol 
ection 


Then his fling in politics was another one of his 
nappy adventures. Though he rarely sought office for 
uimself he was always in the inner councils of the party 
and the political leaders that he chose to align himself 
with. With his party in power he sought and found 
plenty of excitement of this kind. Mr. Dick was quiet 
and retiring to a large degree. He was never active in the 
councils of the architectural organizations in which he 
held membership. n fact it is recalled that never, in 
the many years of activity of the writer, had he ever 
attended a meeting. But when his services were required 
1 was on the spot. He sensed and recognized duty. 


Mr. Dick was a product of that old and prominent 
office of the 90's — H. C. Koch & Co. Here he received a 
thorough grounding in the fundamentals of architec- 
ture. Then he matriculated at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Following his graduation from that institu- 
tion he came back to Milwaukee and after some years 
formed a partnership with H. W. Buemming under the 
name of Buemming and Dick. This lasted for quite 
some years and when it was dissolved, he practiced in- 
dependently until Alexander H. Bauer was admitted to 
partnership when the firm name became Dick and Bauer 
which it continued up to the time of his demise. 


The things that appealed to him most in his chosen 
profession he became very proficient in. As for example 
it is recalled that he made the most beautiful and de- 
lightful pen and ink renderings. He came under the 
spell of a well known teacher of this art while at the 
university which accounted for the drawings he made 
in this medium. 


Gus Dick will be missed by those that knew him 
best 


—ALEXANDER C. GUTH. 
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Painting of Steam and Hot Water Radiators 


For a number of years this subject has received con- 
siderable attention. from the public, and it is apparent 
that the essential facts have not always been understood. 
"The object of this note is to supply the more important 
facts in the case. 


It will appear that as far as their effect on the per- 
formance of radiators is concerned, paints fall into two 
classes, first, those in which the pigment consists of small 
flakes of metal, such as the aluminum and bronze paints, 
most commonly used for painting radiators, which pro- 
duce a metallic appearance and will be called metallic 
paints; second, the white and colored paints, in which 
the pigment consists. not of the metals but of oxides or 
other compounds of the metals. "Thus white lead paints, 
or those containing compounds of zinc or other metals, 
will be called non-metallic paints. These non-metallic 
paints are obtainable in practically all colors, including 
white and black, while the metallic paints have the color 
of the metal or alloy of which the flakes are composed. 


We will state at the outset the principal conclusion, 
which will be explained in more detail later, that the 
last coat of paint on a radiator is the only one which has 
an appreciable effect: and that a radiator coated with 
metallic paint will emit less heat, under otherwise iden- 
tical conditions, than a similar radiator coated with non- 
metallic paint. In order to obtain the same amount of 
heat from the two radiators just considered, the temper- 
ature of the one painted with metallic paint must be 
somewhat higher. Under these conditions, exactly the 
same amount of heat is being supplied to the two radia- 
tors, and since neither the boiler efficiency nor the heat 
wasted in the pipe lines is appreciably affected by small 
changes in radiator temperatures, practically the same 
amount of fuel is required to supply the heat in each 
case. In other words, while it may be desirable for 
various reasons to avoid the use of metallic paints on 
radiators, no appreciable saving in fuel will result from 
the use of non-metallic rather than metallic paints. 

The purpose of a heating system is to maintain the 
rooms in a house at some temperature higher than that 
prevailing out of doors. The heat which is developed 
by burning fuel is transferred to the rooms by means of 
the radiators. A radiator neither creates nor destroys 
heat, and a large radiator, while it can put more heat 
into a room than a small one, must be supplied with all 
of the heat it puts in. In the sense that they ultimately 
transfer all the heat supplied into the room, all radiators 


Quiet May Announces 
A New Unit 
A complete winter air conditioning 
unit composed of a combination 
steam air, furnace forced circulation, 
filtered and humidified, heated air, 
and tankless. Domestic hot water 
the year round — All contained in a 
beautiful modernistie cabinet — for 


complete information and prices call 
= Daly 3770 — 
MAY OIL BURNER SALES 
CORP. 
945 N. Broadway 


THE WISCONSIN ARCHITECT 5 


are 100% efficient. The word "efficiency is, however. 
used in other ways, and it is now customary to use it on 
all possible occasions. but it is hardly correct to say that 
putting metallic paint on a radiator reduces its efficiency 
when the effect is merely to reduce its capacity. The size 
of the radiators in a house can only affect the fuel re- 
quired for heating by increasing or decreasing the heat 
wasted in transmission from furnace to radiator and that 
lost up the chimney, Only when the radiators are so 
small as to render the whole heating plant ineffective is 
an appreciable saving of fuel to be expected by installing 
larger radiators. 


After these preliminary explanations, we may pro- 
ceed to consider what kind of effects may be obtained by 
the use of various kinds of paint. The heat emitted 
from a radiator is removed in two ways: first, the air 
streaming past the radiator and rising from it is heated, 
and carries the heat to other parts of the room: second, 
the hot surface of the radiator emits heat by radiation 
just as the glowing electric and gas heaters do. Most 
types of steam and hot water “radiators” emit less than 
half theit heat by radiation, and evidently the name 
"radiator" although universally used, is not a particular- 
ly appropriate one. 

To take a concrete case, a particular sectional cast 
iron radiator if painted with any non-metallic paint 
might transfer into the room, 180 Btu per hour for each 
square foot of its surface, if supplied with the necessary 
amount of heat from a boiler. (A British Thermal 
Unit or Btu is the amount of heat required to raise the 
temperature of one pound of water by 1° F.). The 
burning of one pound of good coal produces about 
12,000 Btu and if the coal is used in a domestic heating 
plant, perhaps half of this, or 6,000 Btu might finally 
be transferred from the radiators into the rooms. Most 
of the other half of the heat produced is inevitably lost 
via the chimney. 

The area of one section of a cast iron radiator is 
about 2 square feet for the smaller sections and up to ri 
or 8 square feet for the larger sections so that a 10 section 
radiator would have a surface area between 20 and 80 
square feet. 

Of the 180 Btu per hour transferred, about 2/3 or 
120 Btu would go to heating the air which passes over 
the radiator. The 120 Btu transferred directly to the 
air would not be increased or decreased by repainting 
the radiator. The remaining 60 Btu not carried off by 
the air is emitted as radiant energy. The amount of 
radiant energy which can be emitted per hour by the hot 


First Installation 


In the home of Dr. William P. O'Malley, 6132 
Washington Circle, Milwaukee, what the manufacturers 
call the "only completely complete winter air condition- 
ing unit” has just been installed. It is The Quiet May 


S. A. C. (steam air conditioning) unit, which is a com- 
bination steam-heated air and direct-fired furnace. 

The entire unit, blowers, filters, humidifiers and 
heating equipment, is completely encased in a single 
modernistic cabinet and makes, according to the distribu- 
tors, "a most beautiful job." 
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surface is dependent upon the kind of paint used for the 
last coat. It was assumed that the radiator was painted 
with non-metallic paint. If it be repainted with a 
metallic paint, such as aluminum or bronze. it will nc 
longer be able to radiate 60 Btu per hour, but may be 
able to radiate only 30 Btu, so that instead of transferr- 
ing 180 Btu to the room per hour, it can now transfer 
only 150 Btu. The coat of aluminum or bronze paint 
is not an insulating covering like a covering of magnesia 
or asbestos, but it has a similar effect, although for an 
entirely different reason. The resulting reduction in 
heat emission is entirely due to the reduction in the 
radiating power of the exposed surface, rather than to 
the insignificant insulating value of the thin layer of 
paint. It is therefore evident that undercoats of paint, 
regardless of kind, have no significant effect on the per- 
formance of the radiator, except in the practically impos- 
sible case where the paint was thick enough to act as an 
insulating covering. In repainting a radiator, it is there- 
fore unnecessary to remove the old paint. The effect of 
adding the metallic paint is equivalent to removing 1/6 
of the radiator, or nearly 17%, or as if one section out 
of six had been removed. Thus a radiator of five sec- 
tions painted with white or colored paint should be 
about as effective as another of six sections of the same 
kind, painted with metallic paint, since each would trans- 
fer the same amount of heat to the room, provided the 
necessary amount of heat were supplied to each. 


In the following applications, the numerical values 
given above will be used as if they were exact, but it 
must be understood that they are merely representative 
and would not apply exactly to any particular case ex- 
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cept by chance. The effect of painting on the capacity 
of a radiator depends upon the size and design of the 
radiator. The reduction in capacity produced by the 
application of aluminum paint is less for large radiators 
than for small ones, especially so in the case of large radi 
ators having many columns or tubes per section. Ina 
large tubular type radiator having 7 tubes per section, 
more than 3/4 of the heat is carried away by the air 
directly, and painting with aluminum consequently re- 
duces the capacity of the radiator only about 10%. If 
only the visible portions of a radiator are painted with 
aluminum paint, the reduction in capacity is also obvi- 
ously less than if the entire surface is covered. 


Application 1. Suppose a house in which all the 
radiators are painted with aluminum paint, and that the 
radiator in one room is found to be too small, so that 
when the other rooms are warm enough, this one is too 
cold. If the radiator in this room is painted with non- 
metallic paint either white or colored. the heat emitted 
by it can be increased from 10 to 20% without affecting 
conditions in the other rooms, although it will be neces- 
sary to burn more fuel to supply the additional heat in 
the one room. If the increase is sufficient the expense of 
installing a larger radiator may thus be avoided. 


Similarly, it is possible, by using bronze or alumi- 
num paint on radiators in rooms which are overheated, 
and colored or white paints in rooms not sufficiently 
heated, to improve conditions without going to the ex- 
pense of installing new radiators of larger or smaller 
sizes. 


In installing radiators in a new 


Application 2. 


LARGE AREA 


SEMI-INDIRECT 


LUMINAIRE LIGHTED CEILING 


en eSI nin 


making plans 


for large area light sources 


a This is an era of high intensity lighting — with- 
The Better Light — Better Sight 
movement has educated millions of people on 


out glare. 


the value of better and more comfortable light 
for seeing. Better light indoors means light 
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ceiling areas — ceilings are artificial skies and 
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THE ELECTRIC COMPANY 
W. Michigan at N. Second Street 
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house, somewhat smaller radiators 


ay be installed if The Architectural Magazines 
they are to be painted with colored paints, rather than Con 


bronze or aluminum paints 


tinued from page 3) 


a democratic philosophy, or at anything except a deter- 
mination to do the very best job he can 
And here is another: — 

There is one way to "Rebuild America" as it 
should be rebuilt, if it is to be, and that is by the dedica 
tion of the individual architect to beauty in design. 
science in plan, and integrity in execution, with a due 


Application 3. If the radiators on a hot water sys 
tem are painted with metallic paint, and are all too small 
so that the water must be kept hotter than is desired in 
order to heat the house, they should be repainted with 
non-metallic paint, and it should then be possible to 
heat the house with the water in the system not quite 


so hot. There will be no noticeable saving of fuel respect and regard for the traditions and spirit of the 
Application 4. Since basements are usually over locality and of the art of architecture 

heated so that much of the heat supplied there is wasted I fully agree 

some economy can be effected by painting the heater The Monograph Series are a fine selection as always 

and pipes with metallic paint. This can not, however about as well presented a lot of subjects as appear in any 

serve as anything more than a poor substitute for a cov magazine 


ering of good insulating material, about an inch thick, 
which is capable of making an appreciable saving in the 
coal bill. The insulating material will remain effective 
for years, which the paint becomes ineffective if covered 


with dust THE WISCONSIN ARCHITECT 


Application 5. If a radiator is situated next to an 


outside wall, as most of them are, it is evident that the INAUGURATES 
| heat supplied directly to this wall is more or less wasted 
Some slight economy may be obtained, therefore, by A NEW SERVICE 


using metallic paint on the side facing the wall and non- 
metallic paint on the visible portions. The gain is not 
large enough to be important, but on the other hand, in 
putting non-metallic paint over metallic, it is not worth 


while to go to the trouble of repainting the side next See Page 2, 


the wall. 
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water use. but can be speeded up for wash- 
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MILCOIR.» BASEMENT WINDOWS * 


ONE-PIECE 
STEEL 


FEATURES FOR THIS MONTH 


Each month MILCOR desires to draw your attention to an 
outstanding item in its line of Fireproof Building Materials. 
By specifying MILCOR Products you are assured of 
ersonal attention and service. For the complete " "e . 
ILCOR line— See Sweet's Catalogue File. thon Mnali? OADE in, Masement WM. 


M || LCO R ST EE L co M PA N y The Milcor One-Piece Steel Basement Window frame is stamped 

: : from a solid sheet and formed without a joint, A solid flange, 

S. 41st & W. Burnham Streets, Milwaukee, Wis. an integral part of the frame design, projects from jambs, s Il 
Telephone Orchard 9020 and head into the masonry for anchorage and weathering db 


H. F. Haessler Hdwe. Co. 


HI "AL Milwaukee TRE law, ACR eT 


OIL HEATING Builders Hardware ture (steel), sialing (standard and 


Why not let the Heil factory en- GU dai special) (steel), Folding Chairs 
gineering staff help you with your l'ools and Paints 

oil heating problems? The Heil Garden and House Supplies Gymnasium. Equipment 

Co. manufactures: Conversion 

Burners, Boiler-Burner units, Air I d 

2 MAN 2 ig ) ^ Est tes Will be Give 
Conditioning Furnace - Burner Milwaukee's most complete dn) Bf vulr Regnirament, 
unite and Industriel Oil Burning Finish Hardware stock. Make i à 
Zquipment. . . . Phone or write your selection here. JE JUFACTU 

for free literature, Address: The T x BERGI i^ Kani ! KOTA Ald Co. 
Heil Co, 3000 W. Montana St., M dan ideals 
Milwaukee. Phone: Mitchell £000. 114 E. Mason St. Phone Daly 3704 724 E. Mason St. Milwaukee 


(steel), Spe Cabinets (steel), 


Distinctive 
LIGHTING FIXTURES 


for Every Building and Budget 
b A large diversified selection of 774 
T M Y IN standard items, as featured in our 
E f new 80-page catalog, may be seen 
“42 in our factory display rooms at Mil- 
' waukee, Appleton and Minneapolis. 
Pe 
Y 
MOE BROTHERS MFG. COMPANY 


e ler- 
Heil Combustion Boiler-Burner Unit 319 E. CLYBOURN ST, MILWAUKEE 


Special designs furnished for any project. 


" Condo - Vac" Over 3,000 
"Condo-V acs" 


Jor Heating eystoma Now in Service Fig. 2102— Chicago Pump Co. 
Duplex "Condo-Vae" with Duplex 


Allan Engineering Co. Double Automatic Control. 
724 E. Mason Milwaukee Tel.: Daly 5230 


Return Line Vacuum Pumps 


